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tX' AlviNUxiL  REPORT  OF  THE  LIEDICaL  OFFICER  OF  HEaLTH 
r-.  V..  '^Oii  THE  EOROUGH  OF  GREaT  TORRIFGTON 

■  ' _ FOR  THE  year  1949,  _ _ 

During  tne  year  the  general  health  of  the 

Borougn  nas  been  very  good. 

There  were  80  live  births  -  40  male 
and  40  female:.  Rone  of  these  births  was  ilLegit  imat  e .  This  is 
considerably  above  tne  average  for  thci  previous  five  years  (51),  and 
gives  a  birth  rate  of  28.6  per  1,000.  The  provisional  birth  rate  for 

Ahgland  and  jales  for  1949  was  16.7  per  1,000  total  population. 

There  were  no  stillbirths. 

Dj^THS.  There  were  40  deaths  -  25  male  and  15 

fcm..^lc;.  The  .oV0r.Lge  numb^j^r  for  the  previous  five  years  was  45*  The 
death  rate  per  1,000  was  14.3.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  194  9  w.as  11,7  p^r  1,000  total  population, 

C..USES  OF  BE.^TK. 

^  Senility.. 18  Cancer  of  Uterus... . .  .1 

Ur  .^.emi  i.  . .  Cancer  of  Bre  ast . . .  .1 

..cute  Bronchitis  ... o .1  Cancer  of  lung. ........... .1 

chronic  Bronchitis  &  asthma... . 1  Cancer  of  Oesophagus. . .1 

-.poplexy .  .  .  . . . . . ,  ,1  Q  ;ncer  of  Bladder,  ........  .1 

aiiyotrophic  L-..teral  Sclerosis . 1  Cancer  of  Stomach _ ......I 

suicide  by  Hanging . . 

*veragv.  age  74  years. 

INF  .IvTs  URlnR  1  YE..R. 

Piciu  .turity  .  .  .  . . . .  .2  ...cute  Cast ro-ent erit is  ....  .1 

Conguiiit '.1  Pyloric  Stenosis . 1 

Ay^Pii^tOS^IS.  ao  new  exses  of  tuberculosis  weia 

notified  during  tne  yea.r.  The  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  on 
31/xi3/49  wero 

Male  6  Female  8 

Non- Pulmonary  Male  0  Female  3 

No  Cases  canic  to  notice. 

^ LQL1§, There  was  a  sharp  outbreak  of  eioaslcs  , 

which  started  at  tne  end  ^f  ...ay,  and  continued  until  the  end  of  July. 

Tho  c^ses  WL.re  relatively  mild,  and  there  'were  few  complications.  Tne 

youngest  patient  /vas  aged  5  months ,  and  the  oldest  was  69  years ; 

but  the  nujority  of  cases  occurred  among  s chool- children. 

< 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  notified  during  the  year;- 
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Measles . . . 131  Erysipelas  o  ,  o..  .1 

iVhooping  Cough . 18  Pneumonia . . . . . 1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 2 

No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred. 

Euring  the  summer  tne  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  pamphlet 
"Infantile  Paralysis  -  Some  Safety  Measures"  was  distributed  to  all 
householders  in  the  Borough. 

W.-iTER  SUPPLY.  The  water  is  untreated  apart  from 

filtration.  Five  bacteriological  examinations  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  -  the  results  v/ere  all  satisfactory.  No  lead  was 
found  in  tne  water. 

The  supply  was  plentiful  in  spite  of  the 
unusually  dry  summer.  But  there  are  parts  of  the  town  which  have 
no  water  at  all  coming  from  the  mains  for  many  hours  during  the  day  - 
all  the  year  round.  This  is  due  to  encrustation  of  tne  mains  and 
the  condition  has  persisted  for  many  years.  Ministry  of  Health 
apjjrovjl  has  been  obtained  for  new  mains  throughout;  and  it  is  hoped 
th.xt  the  work  on  this  will  start  in  about  12  months  time  when  it  is 
expected  that  all  tne  necessary  materials  (which  have  already  been 
ordered;  ¥/ill  be  aVv-iilable . 

There  is  a  piped  water-supply  to  all 
houses  in  the  built-up  area  (population  about  2,600} .  Outlying 
farms  and  cottages  (population  about  200)  have  their  own  v/ells . 

S EVE-1  GE  disposal.  Tne  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the 

sewj,ge  outfall  from  Bidnawell  and  Torridge  Vale  areas  has  been  under 
review  for  several  years.  Ministry  of  Health  sanction  haS  now  been 
obtained  for  new  sowers  and  treatment  plant.  Materials  have  been 
ordered,  and  it  is  hoped  that  work  will  begin  as  soon  as  a  starting 
date  has  been  awarded. 

meat  ANVD  other  foods.  No  animals  for  general  consumption  are 

slaughtered  v/ithin  the  Borough.  A  large  amount  of  meat  was  condemned 
during  the  year;  the  reasons  for  its  bad  condition  have  been 
communicated  to  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


The  foodstuffs  condemned  were  as  follows 
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Beef........ . .492f  lbs. 

nu.tt on . .  41  lbs  . 

Tinned  Meats .16  lbs. 
Other  tinned  foods.. 2  lbs. 


FOOD  POISONING. 


There  was  no  case  of  food  poisoning. 
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